(ko (PLT SO 5 sl Wi (G319 «Jal (3o
csode Gl Sy oo axsll yieS g Ghgels Lol

oo (ool S Lencs] sasmi Sles 3L cacgozxo op

S A Sy 17 30 1P+ F olosld po yo 4 Cawl «

Ll 0l o @haqueshenas

9l v yd

(Sls>50)

wlb@gs> wle

e @haqueshenas
e T.me/lessonlone
e hagueshenas@gmail.com




amio orabe
Y e bR R R Rt R SR e R e Rt e R Rt e R e Rt e e Rt eer Rt enrenene P U RURVR P I )
Nttt e R R Rt R R Rt R Rt e et r bt e e r st n s as T b 2090 i
LSOO €31 g DRGNS DT 45 § 30 20 g iR
LI OO OO S BT ol :p sle> i
T ) et bbbttt « 810 )1 Jghuwo o5t 93> 2oy iy
Y £ e eeeeee e e e et eeeee ole> SW N 1 i
T) e eeeeeeeeeeeeeeee oo eeeeeeee S 40 NS 09 45 45 o B i iy
LI OO OO OO OO TP TR TETRRRRRRN U SOl Cuo B spaid sy
£ oottt S i 2o i
B ettt bbb bbb bbb bRt b b bbb bbb bbbttt PubPeer cuo 8 :pdd ide
bbbttt O oD (i g 40 (B1gF 203U s
OO OO PO O ST OPPSR L gdoy 1 o o9 2020 31 g0 iy
Y e €&y Lowind O 99 (9 gt 5.5 3w 3 g (Ll g— 095> 1o Jw iy
bbbt R bbb bbb bbbttt ISC o g3 10yl oy
Y bbbt «SAT 0 30 1o & &5 51 39 LS gu» 220 Pl iy
Rttt 9 30 93T vy 6 Jgl w0 120 Bl sy



Jol e

ols o g g

0.7 4

_sale OlEa slasd go 1y ole> ¥ ady olwl
i s (oaz JUagl) o ilzlg

Fraction of retracted to 1,000 published manuscripts

Top 10 Countries with the most number of retracted manuscripts

Sevryugina, Y. V., & Li, Y. (2025). Self-plagiarism: A retrospective study of its prevalence and patterns across
scientific disciplines. Accountability in Research, 1-3¥. https://doi.org/10.1080/08989621.2025.2472016

> ol o LT sylo 1y cade @¥lEe (JUasl) Sliwly 1o Lo pgo gas, olpl e sl 155 cp 31 5 Lo
A ) L)"‘ 59 ] &J‘W 9 o] ‘6)9"*’4"‘7' 9 u.m'.u U"‘ s[b‘o»bs.oJ e )...‘>‘ LgL(bJLw 50 as u.)‘..\.u.w.o > Lu
ole olgs calisee slaaY Slaciin g cwded 51 IS BB g cpby, (gliges s olBiils ode CAEH slaodis
o o Sk 8 Ol Plasl 4 e (gly9h g pale & lia U aid I olSKiils g oliwl g gzeiils 5ol [S0SG 5l ol ul 5o



5 s Slo e il 4 ST S Sdgs aw o pScwss sajloa;@wwlc@jlajblﬂdﬁgj;liddb

https://t.me/lessonlone/11

‘u,u.u olo L= oy )‘).u.u oKl O ul.a.u‘ L;o)l.j).b (\\‘~‘f/a/\‘\‘) )5).4‘ )...> s‘so‘)fl.a.w.u‘ LMJJ U"‘ )L&M‘ 6“-°LQ-'

pog 00,5 el o slaslys

Lo ccel £9,5 9 L SLU 5l ple AV (6l aiBg o oolei) Jlo 5o 55Us5 slojlnl b skt e a5 (aloj), )9
2 o po ol LT 0,5 s 4 SusS il 2 slolr 19,3 ! Lol il god a5 55350 (salline S 1, ooy ol (>
058 1089,8 Olez )0 plinel 4 a5 Al Jlgliw sy lipolizel 5 (5ol laejgel (riass | 255l o )lan

Ut g 50 2P LI 60 0l o | « 95l iy (5,5L8> 2L L]



19.6yLudl Lyl 4S5 il
e 8L ity 1 g

Shssoliadulo pogas bulg)
www.shirazu.ac.ir

A V@Qm\o

Lo yde 3550y (AS> yoa0 by gy9ld o Oladisd pole 10)o shirazu.pr
355 Dgans 3l 0Bl pud i ylaie 4 ly wydgyladl

283 @S> 43 psle Sylig 3l J85 @y 3l oBils egac bulgy inyliS a
B olidl 383 a4y Dllas (gygld o Dlidsdipsle 13)g «( lagw (ypu
renl onal 3y o&ils udy

ool 3 g Jleola madyl Gylad g jadsd (agdi Clye a4 iy
lyod - Lo 0&asls glugy rpesni a2.aS VE-F[O/VY 350 PV duls> g
Odo 4 sty e F3l 31 @S> ol corgo 4 (Singd oMl Jle

Aed 0 Jgaa " 3yl 0By sy " a4y Jlayle>




529l 5 Slidions s p oo 959 bl o ot loms 250 BT ol
Pl b

(b ge oles il aay0 5 SRS g b VT TN 200 050 (b et oS8 Sgiar e g bt s Ll 5]
5 Sodu 5 iz 4y 5ot olStds Siloip sole 3L g (Slye) jo S5 05,5 5t oltils st gel s 5 ) 4008
el 039y (LS 5 5jpmtdls Cnl )5 e OBty 5 Oliloaine 1 (S Alide Glacion )5 iz Sun e 28 a3l K
Gt s gy e i F s FUsE slongs oKt 5 Lyt 31 g il &5 el a3 0 545 o 31t alKtils ale oy s 5 ol

500,138 Sl 4y giloe glad o caxies szl ol Lot Hlumlo 45 ol Gy b po e BT (g1 Y, cale ol 5 B suae

iplosges ptiie o5 Slastie b oole lIEe )3 1, (oode (SlaiSTpads,0 0l ) i (Sl Gaelm 5 08sd 515 555 5

Haghshenas, A. (2025). Self-retraction as redemption: Forgiveness for repentant authors.
Accountability in Research, 1-14. https://doi.org/10.1080/08989621.2025.2471513

b @l ooz o dag s 750 5 BLAS. 2l § Glastee daate glbdsgame i 5 ol 7 tie Cowgu callie b @ a5 Lgss
o Gl ozl slaadle) 5 Vs (B o ole sla ST ué g0 Sl o B ged wales oSN alogy e 0lid o (ot A S
Blrelioims by cailas gz g 3l ol olfsils ,o 55 0 o] gas e b R )LS,:J Slodiess 5 (gl fpnle salyd 5o lo a8 LS LgstJ..ﬂLgﬂ
el andls Sgg nolal g Lm)bj,gj (e o Al Gﬁj';“l’ﬂ"" GLQ‘S)’L,.-ML) § Sdale ‘sLb‘s)quA'S L 0045 dgzge o..\...‘au,‘a)bf Sdate
J).'-‘ colsls gt o d‘?)l:>| 64:“':"’5 gy $|) 3 9.1)5 U‘,:Ja alasls 6[.1...‘;]fl.i O‘)‘l"\‘ 3 QUS%.Q é_,)..\. LSL“u;“‘ﬁj )‘ [P =]
oleils aw )‘ J,.:-‘_,,J Jjﬁ....a Qlf.)......i}‘ ;..1;3 ‘_,’41‘3...4) ‘g{-‘“ﬁ A_JLL‘ quJuﬂ)}:a 3 su".a))l.\ L_.;LDALQ.‘ s.é’h ;'1)1)5 )LuJ...aL'n' GLB:J.I.%
‘_,;Q.LC S0 )‘|5 o ‘5)‘L..J.X.e (Y' A4 LUHLIJJ&) 4.b9._|)..a ‘54JLEA ST LI \&!‘-‘;lﬂ:m-e-w L.':Jl'ﬁ"; ] ‘5];Ji~ﬁ Lw\&.l o8 ¢‘_,;!_lS.Lfe]
iliee (glaosnd < el 2485 ) LAEN o e a5 el e 09,8 51 o < iz gt ot ool 438, 15 oy 000

el 0393)5 (85 Ve (JUad) Sl ) 55050k 5 5SS 1 25 g

Sz Ol Y ) Cants § 30y, o) 5 caler gz

pe 5o, 5ol 1 E sl o ede SYLRe lialy oo p g oKl 0 vy, 5l G Ol el 4B 55 Soged 0 oS0 Gl

Gt 5 P 5 Giemeplels




Fraction of retracted to 1,000 published manuscripts

Top 10 Countries with the most number of retracted manuscripts

Figure 6. Fraction of manuscripts retracted per 1,000 published papers in [country].
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Figure 3 - Proportion of intercepted photosynthetically active radiation versus the green area index for sweet corn in three water
regimes I1(»), 12(*), and 13(a) and nitrogen fertilizer applications (N1)(®), (N2)(a), (N3)(*), (N4)(e) and (N5)(x) (A, B)(C, D) in
2014 and 2015.The solid line represents the fitted regression y = 0.06(1 - e“*); R* = 006 ,y = 0,87(1 — e**); R = 0,95 and
the dotted 90% PAR absorptance and critical green area index, respectively.
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Forage yield and quality as affected by salt stress in different
ratios of Sorghum bicolor-Bassia indica intercropping

A. Hedayati-Firoozabadi®, S. A. Kazemeini® @, H. Pirasteh-Anosheh® @), H. Ghadir?, and
Mohammad Pessarakli® @

2Crop Production and Plant Genetics, School of Agriculture, Shiraz University, Shiraz, Iran; ®National Salinity
Research Center, Agricultural Research, Education and Extension Organization, Yazd, Iran; “School of Plant
Sciences, College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, The University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ, USA

ABSTRACT ARTICLE HISTORY
Salinity tolerance is presumed to be improved in the intercropping system, Received 15 February 2020
however, there has been inadequate evidence to scientifically prove this.  Accepted 17 April 2020

In the current study, the effect of salinity was examined on forage yield
and quality of sorghum and kochia in an intercropping system with differ-
ent planting ratios in a two-year field trial at Shiraz University. The treat-
ments included three salinity levels of irrigation water; 2 (non-saline as a
control), 7 and 14 dS m~" in main plots and planting ratios; sole sorghum
(SS), 2/5 sorghum-1/5 kochia (5;K,), /2 sorghum-1/> kochia (SK), '/ sorghum-

KEYWORDS

acid detergent fiber; crude

protein; digestible nutrients;
halophyte; mixed cropping;
neutral detergent fiber

Materials and methods

In a two-year field trial, the influence of different intercropping systems was evaluated on forage
yield and quality of sorghum and kochia under varying salinity levels at Shiraz University, during
2015 and 2016 growing seasons. Physico-chemical attributes of the experimental field soil are
depicted in Table 1. The experimental set-up was a split-plot randomized complete block design
with three replications. The treatments comprised irrigation water with varying levels as 2, 7, and
14 dS m™" in the main plots and five levels of planting ratios: sole sorghum (SS), 2/5 sorghum-1/;
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Evaluation of different planting ratio of sorghum-kochia intercropping in varied
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. Portable photosynthesis system (Li6400; LI-COR, Lincoln, NE, USA) coupled with a standard red/blue LED
broadleaf cuvette (6400-02B, LI-COR) and a CO2 mixer (6400-01, LI-COR)
Y. Portable infrared gas analysis system (IGRA model LCA4-ADC, Hoddeson, UK)

Y. Mario MAX CN elemental analyzer (Elementar Analyser Gmb)
Quantum line sensor (Skye Instruments)

leaf above ear leaf), avoiding the midrib. Net photo-
synthetic rate was measured with a portable photo-
synthesis system (Li6400; LI-COR, Lincoln, NE, USA)
coupled with a standard red/blue LED broadleaf cu-
vette (6400-02B, LI-COR) and a CO, mixer (6400-01,
LI-COR), under a consistent controlled-light intensity
of 1600 pmol m2 ', The measurements were ob-

determine total N concentration using a Vario MAX
CN element analyzer (Elementar Analysensysteme
GmbH). Based on the area, dry weight, and N content
of the leaves used for PN measurements, specific leaf
area (cm? g-') was calculated as leaf area (cm?) per
dry weight (g7"), specific leaf N (SLN; g N m) was
calculated as N content (g) divided by whole-leaf area
(m2). Photosynthetic N-use efficiency (pmol CO, g™’
N s7') was calculated as P, /SLN. The P by SLN curve
for leaves was fitted by applying a logistic equation
(Sinclair and Horie, 1989). Instantaneous photosyn-
thetically active radiation (iPAR; pmol m= s~') distribu-
tion in the canopy was measured at 40 day after sown
(DAS]) in 2014 and 2015, using a PAR Line Quantum
Sensor (Skye Instruments Ltd). The measurements
were conducted between 09:00 and 12:00 in three
representative rows in each of the experimental plots.
Each measurement was repeated three times. The
probe was positioned horizontally between two rows,

surface and separated intc leaves, stalk (leaf sheaths,
tassels, husks, and cobs), and total sar fresh mass
(FM). Results are presented on a fresh mass basis as
this is most relevant for this crop. Harvest index was
calculated as the ratio of ear yield over fresh weight
per plant to total plant fresh biomass. All samples
were dried at 105°C for 30 min, dried at 70°C to a
constant weight, weighed to obtain the dry weight,
and then ground into a fine powder. A portion (80
mg) of leaf tissue was used to determine total N con-
centration using a Vario MAX CN elemental analyzer
(Elernentaranalysen-systeme GmbH).

The N-utilization efficiency (NUtE) was calculated as
ear FM per unit of N uptake at maturity (Moll et al,
1982). The N nutrition index was calculated as fol-
lows: N nutrition index = N concentration of the plant/
the critical N coneentration for swest corn. The criti-
cal N concentration (g kg') was calculated by 34.0 x
the dry matter (Mg ha'') -0.37 as suggested by Plénet
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The interception of radiation by the leaf canopy was measured at
midday (11:00 to 14:00) using a quantum line sensor (Skye
Instruments) placed at the soil surface diagonally between adjacent
rows. The measurements of fraction intercepted radiation were used to
calculate by interpolation the fraction interception on each day of each
plot. The global incident radiation was measured at a nearby weather
station. Daily intercepted radiation was summed to obtain cumulative
intercepted radiation on each day through the growing season. RUE was
calculated for each treatment by linear regression using the seven days
of harvested plant mass vs. cumulative intercepted radiation on each of
the days.

3. Results
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Sweet corn nitrogen accumulation, leaf photosynthesis rate, and radiation M)

o o 3 i1 i . Ghos for
use efficiency under variable nitrogen fertility and irrigation | Semar

Nahid Jafarikouhini®®, Seyed Abdolreza Kazemeini®, Thomas R. Sinclair™*

®Crop and Soil Sciences Depariment, North Carolina State Universicy, Raleigh, NC 27695-7620, USA

B Agricultural Engineering - Crop Production, gfiraz University, Shiraz, fran \

ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Keywords: Virtually no information exists on the response of sweet corn (Zea mays L. saccharata) to nitrogen fertility and
Leaf nitrogen irrigation treatments in terms of leaf nitrogen accumulation and the consequent impact on leaf CO; assimilation
Nitrogen accumulation rate and on crop growth as measured as radiation use efficiency (RUE). A two-year field experiment was un-
EDotoeynthesis dertaken In which a sweet corn cultivar was subjected to all combinations of five nitrogen fertility and three

Radiation use efficiency

: irrigation treatments. Leaf photosynthesis measurements were made at stages of 7-9 leaves, tasseling, silking,
weel corn

blistering, and milking. Leaf nitrogen per unit area was also measured at these five stages plus two additional
stages before and after the five core measurements. Total nitrogen and plant mass was accumulated at the seven
stages to track total nitrogen accumulation and to calculate RUE. The overall patterns in the measured variables
were similar to those reported for field maize. However, leaf nitrogen per unit area for sweet corn under op-
timum conditions was greater than reported for field maize. The higher leaf nitrogen per unit area in sweet corn
did not, however, result in greater leaf photosynthesis rates and RUE than reported for field maize. The results of
these unique observations on sweet corn indicate the possibility of greater nitrogen storage in sweet corn leaves
that is not directly linked with photosynthesis and carbon accumulation.

JOURNAL OF PLANT NUTRITION e Taylor & Francis

https://doi.org/10.1080/01904167.2020.1 783301 Taylor & Francis Group
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Forage yield and quality as affected by salt stress in different
ratios of Sorghum bicolor-Bassia indica intercropping

A. Hedayati-Firoozabadi’, S. A. Kazemeini® (®, H. Pirasteh-Anosheh” @, H. Ghadiri®, and
Mohammad Pessarakli® (@

éCrop Pro n and Plant Genetics, School of Agriculture, Shiraz University, Shiraz, Iran; "National Salinity
Research er, Agricultural Research, Education and Extension Organization, Yazd, Iran; “School of Plant
Scienc ollege of Agriculture and Life Sciences, The University of Arizona, Tucson, AZ, USA

ARTICLE HISTORY
Salinity tolerance is presumed to be improved in the interaopping sy Received 15 February 2020
however, there has been inadequate evidence to scientifically prove t Accepted 17 April 2020
In the current study, the effect of salinity was examined on forage yiel
and quality of sorghum and kochia in an intercropping system with differ-
ent planting ratios in a two-year field trial at Shiraz University. The treat-
ments included three salinity levels of irigation water; 2 (non-saline as a
control), 7 and 14 dS m™" in main plots and planting ratios; sole sorghum
(SS), 23 sorghum-1/; kochia (S5;K;), 14 soerghum-1/; kochia (SK), 1/; sorghum-
23 kochia (5,Kz) and sole kochia in subplots. The results showed that salt
stress decreased forage yield of both plants, especially of sorghum. Salt
stress at 14 dS m™" reduced fresh and dry weights by 44.9% and 62.4% in
sorghum, and 387% and 233% in kochia, respectively. Salinity also
reduced forage quality assessed in terms of crude protein, ash, neutral
detergent fiber (NDF), acid detergent fiber (ADF), and total digestible
nutrients (TDN). The optimum intercropping systems did not change for-
age yield, but it increased forage quality via reducing ash, ADF and NDF.
The optimum planting ratio was S;K; for both sorghum and kochia, while
the SK ratio was suitable for kochia only. Under non-saline conditions, the
sole crop cultivation was a better system, while under saline conditions
intercropping with a low density of another plant led to higher dry and
fresh weights, as well as lower ash, ADF and NDF for each plant. Since
kochia performed as a dominant plant, sorghum growth was considerably
suppressed under the high density of kochia (ie, S,K;), especially at 14 dS

m~" salinity level, which might have been due to high salt tolerance of
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Examination of photosynthetic nitrogen use efficiency of field-
grown sweet corn (Zea mays L var merit) under water and nitrogen
stress

Nahid Jafarikouhini!, Seyed Abdolreza Kazemeini!, Hossein Ghadiri', Mark Lagri-
mini?*

'Crop Production and Plant Breeding, Shiraz University, Shiraz, Islamic Republic of Iran
2Department of Agronomy and Horticulture, the University of Nebraska - Lincoln, USA

*Corresponding author: E-mail: mlagrimini2@unl.edu \

Abstract

The physiological response to drought stress in sweet corn (Zea mays L var merit) is not well understood. Water
and nitrogen utilization properties of leaves can play key roles in plant drought tolerance. During the grain-filling
period, increasing photosynthesis per unit plant N, namely photosynthetic N-use efficiency (PNUE) is a potential
way to increase N-utilization efficiency (NULE). The objective of this study was to determine whether the PNUE
within the canopy is optimized as a method of maximizing canopy productivity under low N conditions and/or wa-
ter stress. Sweet corn plants were grown in the field in two consecutive years with three N levels (0, 175, and 225
kg N ha') and two water regimes (100 and 60 percent field capacity). Throughout the grain-filling period significant
interactions of irrigation regime x nitrogen fertilization on specific leaf N (SLN), net photosynthetic rate (P,)), PNUE

Jowrnal of Horticulture and Plant Research Submitted: 2019-12-16
ISSN: 2624-814X, Vol. 10, pp 23-29 Revised: 2020-04-03
doi:10.18052Avww.scipress.com/JHPR. 10.23 Accepted: 2020-04-17
2020 SciPress Lid, Switzerland Online: 2020-07-24

Sweet Corn Ontogeny in Response to Irrigation and Nitrogen
Fertilization

Nahid Jafarikouhini', Seyed Abdolreza Kazemeini', Thomas R. Sinclair®*
'Agricultural Engineering- Crop Production, Shiraz University, Shiraz, Iran
?Department of Crop Science, North Carolina State University, Raleigh, NC 27695-7620\ USA

sincla@ncsu.edu
Keywords: phenology, milking, sil

Abstract. To achieve optimyfin quality, sweet corn should be harvested at the milking stage,
therefore understanding of pfant phenology could be the most important aspects for economic return
m this crop. Phenologicdl sensitivity to the environment could be especially important in the
management of water and nitrogen. In the current research. sweet corn ontogeny in two years was
monitored in response to urigation and nitrogen fertility: three water regimes and five nitrogen
levels. The results showed that nitrogen and water application significantly atfected duration in
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Author Response

#2 Thomas R. Sinclair comment accepted October 2020

#1

Dr. Nahid Jafarikouhini completely and totally rejects your comments. The research reported in the paper was
fully presented in her dissertation, which was accepted by the University of Shiraz. Accusations of fraudulent
impropriety needed to have been fully documented at the time of her dissertation defense. Your unsupported

accusations themselves are now of questionable ethics.

Below is the response to your accusations prepared by Dr. Kazemeini, Professor, Shiraz University. He has
forcefully responded to each of your accusations. | (TRS) was heavily involved in the data analysis presented in
the paper. The analysis required complete re-examination of the experimental data, and its analysis in ways not
originally envisioned by Dr. Jafarikouhini. | found the data exactly as expected from such field experiments and
my involvement in original, independent analysis of data for the two years completely substantiated the data.
Your concerns about the results are unfounded and | believe could have been resolved if you fully understood the

nature of the results.

Others at the University of Shiraz can document that the research was undertaken as described in our paper. We

completely reject the unsupported claims that the paper is fraudulent and unethical.

Dr. Nahid Jafarikouhini, North Carolina State University Dr. Abdolreza Kazemeini, Shiraz University Dr Hossein
Ghadiri, Shiraz University Dr Mohsen Edalat, Shiraz University Dr Ali Dadkhodaie, Shiraz University Dr. Thomas R.

Sinclair, North Carolina State University

Statement of Dr. S.A. Kazemeini

| assure you no scientific error/misconduct happened during the studies by Dr. Nahid Jafarikouhini. To be exact, |
have addressed every single item below. A) The research was conducted for two years and accurate samplings
were performed. At Dr Jafarikouhini’s defense session, Mr Haghshenas discussed this issue and was answered
appropriately; therefore, if there was a problem with the data, the defense would not have taken place, or the
result of dissertation defense would have been “failed” or at least required “re-examination”. Here, | would like to
emphasize that like any other academic institution in the world, thesis examination regulations are strict and

carefully monitored by the University.

B) In relation to the Time-Doman Reflectometer, Ms. Jafarikouhini was able to secure using this equipment with
the cooperation of a skilled technician and it was necessary that this was confidential for personal reasons. C)
The quantum-line instrument used in the research was repaired and was used in special circumstances in the
presence of a skilled person. It should be noted that Ms. Jafarikouhini also paid a fee for its usage. D) i) There
could be a typo, then an erratum should be written. ii) In this case, | have already sent you an email, but this
mistake probably goes back to the format of Ms. Jafari's dissertation. iii) | have discussed authorship with

Professor Ghadiri previously and there is no problem in how this situation was handled.

At the end, | would like to reiterate that no scientific violation has taken place.

© report <= permalink
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Time-demain reflectometry (TDR)

Portable infrared gas analysis system (IGRA model LCA4-ADC, Hoddeson, UK)
Mario MAX CN elemental analyzer (Elementar Analyser Gmb).

Quantum line sensor (Skye Instruments)
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Jafarikouhini, N., Kazemeini, S. A., & Sinclair, T. R. (2020). Sweet corn nitrogen accumulation, leaf photosynthesis
rate, and radiation use efficiency under variable nitrogen fertility and irrigation. Field Crops Research, 257, 107913.
doi: https://doi.org/10.1016/1.£cr.2020.107913
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rate, and radiation use efficiency under variable nitrogen fertility and irrigation. Field Crops Research, 257, 107913.
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Portable photosynthesis system (L16400; LI-COR, Lincoln, NE, USA) coupled with a standard red/blue LED
broadleaf cuvette (6400-02B, LI-COR) and a CO2 mixer (6400-01, LI-COR)
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Jafarikouhini, N., Kazemeini, SA., Ghadiri, H., Lagrimini , M., (2016) Examination of photosynthetic nitrogen use
efficiency of field-grown sweet corn (Zea mays I, var merit) under water and nitrogen stress. Maydica, 61, 1-11.

(Available as open access at: https://journals-crea.dscience.it/index.php/maydica/article/view/1554)
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“... Research fraud is a serious crime against humanity and should not be condoned. It is
tantamount fo allowing a criminal go scot-free on pleading guilty and expressing
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Meet the scientific sleuths: More

than two dozen who’ve had an s 5l "-"J""""'k fools ‘;"‘bUTJ‘,

impact on the scientific

literature IS g Jiawo 531 91 Scust 0355 (D ja0 1) ol GLIT 5 31 g 5 (Siliuly (lsd
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Over the years, we have written about a num-
ber of the sleuths who, on their own time and
often at great risks to their careers or fi-
nances, have looked for issues in the scientific
literature. Here's a sampling:
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+ Anna Abalkina, the creator of the Retraction

‘Watch Hijacked Journal Checker, has revealed

how paper mills work.

¢ David Allison and Andrew Brown tried get-

Sl ) Sl Mg 30 ol Slallad LS b &5 Qi g SRl g3 30 1 Y

ting journals to correct or retract two dozen

papers with obvious errors. The results o e oY lie u.'uu',
weren’t pretty.

Elisabeth “Eagle Eyes” Bik showed that
one in 25 papers she examined had evi- 355 B 1y g 0 dumwige 30 ST (s (W lio gl (380 (o g L1990 gl g

dence of inappropriate image manipula- 2 .
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When a sleuth gets hired by a
publisher: A Q&A with Nick Wise

Nick Wise had a prolific start to his
sleuthing journey. In July 2021, the
fluid dynarmics researcher started
looking for tortured phrases in pub-
lished papers, and has since had a
hand in at least 1,000 retractions. He

also helped identify unique phrases
for the Tortured Phrases Detector, a
function of the Problematic Paper

Screener that identifies signs of misconduct. Last month, Wise teamed
up with other research fraud hunters in a Nature article that outlined

“five essential steps to combat industrialized scientific misconduct.”

His success in calling out research misconduct helped him land a full-
time job. In January, Wise started a new position as research integrity
manager at publisher Taylor & Francis. We spoke with him about how
his new position will impact his career trajectory and how he plans to
use his sleuthing past in his new position.
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Introducing the Retraction
Watch Sleuth in Residence
Program

We're thrilled to announce the cre-
ation of the Retraction Watch Sleuth
in Residence Program, an opportu-
nity for a sleuth to spend a year
working with us.

Too often, sleuths work for free, often

at great legal and personal risk. We
want to build capacity in this space
so others see the value of compensat-
ing and protecting the critical work
of sleuths.

The goal of this program - funded by

a generous donation from George

Tidmarsh - is to offer a secure and paid position for an active sleuth
with a proven track record. The Sleuth in Residence would work closely
with our research team on specific projects, and with our journalism
team to publish their findings. All of that work would go through rigor-

ous review and be covered by our defamation insurance policy.
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Noticed: Sleuths are starting to
get credit for retractions

r -

syrevy/istock

Pseudonymous sleuth Claire Francis has flagged thousands of papers

over the years, so they rarely see something new. But an email from
Frontiers about an upcoming retraction on a paper Francis originally
flagged offered just that: The option to be acknowledged in the retrac-

tion notice.
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Whistleblowers flagged 300 scientific papers for retraction.
Many journals ghosted them

Saga highlights how slow, opaque action by publishers threatens the integrity of the research literature
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Exclusive: Whistleblower fired

after raising concerns about
journal articles on LinkedIn

A business school in Pakistan has fired a marketing
professor after finding he had “damaged the repute”
of the university and its scholarly journal, Retraction
Watch has learned.

In a LinkedIn post, Muhammad Mohsin Butt, the now-

fired professor, shared a picture of the table of con-
tents of a 2015 issue of Business Review, published by
the Institute of Business Administration (IBA), in

“

Muhammad
Mohsin Butt
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Karachi. The contents listed seven case studies authored by two other

professors at the school:

The ‘Iran Connection’: A ring of

four research groups has
published hundreds of dodgy
papers, says whistleblower

A scheme of far-reaching research misconduct among several groups of

Iranian researchers may have created hundreds of low-guality and

fraudulent publications, according to a new detailed report by an anony-

mous whistleblower who has already forced the retraction of dozens of

papers by one author in the ring.
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Guest post: When whistleblowers
need lawyers

In my prior career as an investigative
science journalist and now as a
whistleblower lawyer, I've seen insti-
tutions react to allegations of scien-
tific fraud in two ways.

The first could be called “Investigate
and Disclose.” This strategy was ex- L]
emplified by Bell Laboratories’ 2002
investigation of allegations that Jan
Hendrik Schén, a member of the technical staff, mishandled data. The al-

legations were published in The New York Times in May. In September,

Eugenie Reich

Bell Labs released a thorough report on its inquiry revealing fabrica-
tions in multiple Nature and Science papers, which were promptly re-

tracted. The report made possible a 2009 book I wrote about the scandal,

because once a proper investigation began (and it took a while to get go-
ing), the company clarified within months that Schén had faked his
data.
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Protecting Whistleblowers--Tell ORI

What You Think!

22 DEC 2000 - BY KATIE COTTINGHAM

A postdoc working at the bench across from you publishes data that are "too perfect,” and
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his reported sample size of mice does not match up with the number of animals yvou know

he used. Feeling it is vour duty as a graduate student and as a scientist to find out what
happened, vou first ask him what's going on. When he doesn't give you a rational
response, you go through the proper channels at your university to report the incident.
But now that a misconduct investigation is in full swing, your adviser won't speak to you
anymore and your thesis committee "suddenly realizes” that you don't have enough data
to graduate! What's going on? And, more importantly, what can you do about it?

LS g8 il B3 g iy ¢ Jlo 50 Lild 00y g AT
210,8 sleidag it e ity o 1155 9l 51 B0
U alilio 5l ) 9o glad gy Wl 42390 BT TL 43 S1RLIS

WS i 1) B0 309w 98> § ML &LMS o 92 SN

gD i1 3929 U > gy Jb ol 59183 (3996 Lo 5 5508 CoitoB ot 5 98,10 @i 5,108 OIS (slad 41 T by 5 31T g o o i of
ool BT 5 395 bl 13509 5,00 15 U o3 92 plasit (540 38 Lably o 43 1l g0 (5B Shol o

y1




— Science

< BACKTO SCIENCEINSIDER

SCIENCEINSIDER | FUNDING

Science integrity sleuths
welcome legal aid fund for
whistleblowers

Investor has pledged $1 million over 4
years

5 MAR 2024 - 4:50 PMET - BY HOLLY ELSE
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SCIENCEINSIDER = PEOPLE & EVENTS
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Renowned scientific integrity
investigator endows fund to
support fellow sleuths (39530 ool oI5 g 4z 2 o5l et 520 (5 Sl !
Microbiologist Elisabeth Bik donates B 0 (5 3300y 33 1y i 3Lt 31 395 5 Y8 S50 Yoo 0 plo
$200,000 to support training, travel
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How to tackle research misconduct: P
survey finds stark disagreement T sg2

Data sleuths and research-integrity officers have different views on how to handle
allegations of wrongdoing in science.
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‘Anyone can do this’: Sleuths
publish a toolkit for post-
publication review

For years, sleuths — whose names our

readers are likely familiar with - EI\ COoSIG
=

e g 0 I\ ] Collection of Open
have been diligently flagging issues Science Integrity Guides

with the scientific literature. More

than a dozen of these specialists have

teamed up to create a set of guides to

teach others their trade.

The Collection of Open Science Integrity Guides (COSIG) aims to make
“post-publication peer review” more accessible, according to the pre-
print made available online today. The 25 guides so far range from gen-
eral - “PubPeer commenting best practices” — to field-specific - like spot-

ting issues with X-ray diffraction patterns.

Although 15 sleuths are named as contributors on the project, those we
talked to emphasized the project should be largely credited to Reese
Richardson, the author of the preprint.
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fbrégé yield and quality as affected by salt stress
in different ratios of Sorghum bicolor-Bassia
indica intercropping
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